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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



> An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment 
may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of 
such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

> The application has been amended as follows: On page 1 , of the 
specification, line 8, after, "09/857,363", please insert, "now Patent No. 
6,801,659". 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

> The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
present invention is directed to a computer-implemented method for encoding 
a sequence of handwritten strokes representative of constituent strokes of an 
ideographic character to obtain an encoded input sequence. Independent 
claims 1 and 29 identify the uniquely distinct feature, " for assigning a first 
code to an encoded input seauence responsive to a determination of the 
shape of a first stroke and a determination of the size of said first stroke, said 
first code being predefined to represent said shape of said first stroke and 
said size of said first stroke, said first code being sufficientiv unigue to 
distinguish said first code from other codes representing other permutations 
of shape and size of said first stroke ": Independent claim 13 identifies the 
uniquely distinct feature, " for searching through plurality of code sequences 
to find matched seouences, each of said matched seguences representing 
one of said plurality of code sequences whose codes contain at least an 
encoded input seouence, wherein a first code seouence and a second code 
seguence are among said matched seguences and obtaining a first complete 
character from a first code seouence as a first candidate selection in a list of 
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candidate selections and obtaining a second incomplete character from a second 
code sequence as a second candidate selection in a list of candidate selections ". 
The closest prior art, Yu (USPN 5,790,055), discloses method for encoding 
Chinese and Japanese ideographic characters for computer entry, retrieval and 
processing; while Wong (USPN 4,505,602), discloses method for encoding 
ideographic characters and Leung et al. (USPN 4,379,288), disclose means 
for encoding ideographic characters, either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render the above underlined limitation obvious. 



> Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amir Alavi whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5913. 

> The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu.. 8:00 am thru 6:30pm-lf 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Leo Boudreau can be reached on 703-305-4706. 

> The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. Information regarding the status of an application 
may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

> For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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